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L. 2009 Annual District Meeting for Judges and Lawyers — May 1, 2009

At the sold out 2009 Western District of Washington Annual Meeting and CLE on May
1, 2009, attendees were treated to three stunning panel presentations on some of the
timeliest issues facing federal practitioners. The Western District’s Ninth Circuit Lawyer
Representatives brought together panels of experts from varied backgrounds in academia,
private practice, the corporate world, government, and the judiciary to discuss the
umbrella topic of “Brave New World?” as it relates to (1) the current financial crisis, (2)
the shrinking world and international law principles that apply to it, and (3) changes in
privacy law brought about by technological revolutions and changing priorities in the

world of privacy. A brochure advertising the event, created by Perkins Coie, is attached.

Financial Panel

In the opening program, Chief Judge Overstreet moderated what she called a “grim”
discussion of the current financial crisis, noting that “we know things are bad when the
Bankruptcy Judges are in the lead on panel presentations.” Dr. William Rule, Senior
Economist from the Bankruptcy Judges’ Division of the Administrative Office of the
United States Courts presented an insightful analysis of the events leading up to the
current crisis. He also speculated about the future, illustrated by numerous graphs
typically pointing in a downward direction. Assistant United States Attorney Carl
Blackstone gave a frank overview of the Department of Justice’s enforcement role and
outlined anticipated changes, especially with respect to the direction in which his office is
headed. Civil litigator Parker C. Folse I1I rounded out the panel with an overview of the
challenges and opportunities that the financial collapse presents for civil litigants.

International Panel
A panel in international law was brilliantly moderated by Professor Helen Stacy of
Stanford Law School, who moderated a similar panel at the Ninth Circuit Judicial
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Conference last summer. The first speaker was J. H. Jerry Hzu, a leader of Davis Wright
Tremaine’s China practice. Mr. Zhu, the first Mainland Chinese-American to become a
partner of a major American law firm, described the growth and evolution of that practice
over the past twenty-five years. Seattle criminal defense attorney Irwin Schwartz
outlined the procedures available to the government under the Mutual Legal Assistance
Treaties and the challenges they pose for defense counsel. Renowned Seattle class action
attorney Steve Berman outlined the evolving law for tort practitioners under the Alien
Tort Claims Act, and Microsoft’s Lydia Tamez described the unique challenges
immigration laws pose for businesses with international practices. Professor Stacy
concluded by masterfully weaving the threads of the discussion together.

Privacy Panel
Nationally recognized privacy expert, Assistant United States Attorney Peter Winn,

brought together a terrific group of experts to discuss cutting-edge privacy issues
currently facing practitioners. Mark Howitson, Deputy General Counsel of Facebook,
explained the issues faced by social networking sites, and described how this arena is
changing almost daily. Perkins Coie partner Al Gidari handled the ethics portion of the
presentation, exploring the risks and challenges facing practitioners, especially when
dealing with the Internet. Loyola University School of Law Professor Aaron Caplan
wrapped up the session by examining civil liberties challenges associated with the
changing law on privacy. Mr. Winn tied together this discussion with his perspectives on
the historical underpinnings of and changing expectations relating to privacy in our
society.

II. Report on the State of the Courts

Following the CLE, reports on the state of the courts were provided by the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals’ newest member, Judge N. Randy Smith, and from our own Chief
District Judge Robert Lasnik, and Chief Bankruptcy Judge Karen Overstreet.

III. Swearing-In Ceremony, Reception, and Dinner

At the conclusion of the District Meeting, and following a tradition that began a few
years ago, a public ceremony was held to swear-in lawyers newly admitted to the
Western District of Washington. Lawyers and Judges attending the District Meeting and
those newly admitted to the District adjourned to a hosted reception in the lobby of the
Courthouse. Following the reception, the Lawyer Representatives hosted dinner at a
local restaurant for the Judges and panel participants.

Iv. Donations and Partnerships

In an effort to work more closely with the Federal Bar Association in this District, the
Lawyer Representatives partnered with the FBA on two projects. The first project was a
youth education program which focused on basic criminal law issues. The sponsors
provided pizza, gift certificates, and a fun-filled game of “Legal Jeopardy”. The second
project, which will be completed in late June, is supporting the FBA Nakamura Art
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Committee. The Committee, chaired by Tracy Morris, has been charged with adorning
the newly renovated Ninth Circuit Courthouse in Seattle (the Nakamura Courthouse) with
art. Historical photographs from local and newspaper archives have been chosen for both
public and private display.

V. Chief Judges and Magistrate Judges Meetings

The Co-Chairs of the Lawyer Representatives participated in both the annual Chief
District Court Judges meeting (Newport Beach) and the Magistrate Judges Executive
Board meeting (San Francisco). Dave Bukey was involved in planning a fascinating
program regarding technology in the courts. Tracy Morris also planned and presented a
program addressing pro bono challenges, specifically how to balance access to justice
with efficient administration of the courts. Tracy, along with fellow speaker and Ninth
Circuit Chair Andrew Jacobs (D. of Arizona), presented the same program to the Chief

Magistrate Judges several months later.
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